
What happens under English Law when an individual dies without leaving a will  

Are  you  m arried?

Have  you  any 
ch ild ren?

Is your p e rsonal 
e state  w orth  m ore  

than  £125,000?

Your sp ouse  
takes all

Your estate  is 
shared  equally 
be tw een  your 

ch ild ren

Are  your 
p aren ts living?

Have  you  
any ch ild ren?

Your sp ouse  takes first  
£125,000 p lus p e rsonal 

chatte ls and  a life  in te rest  
(incom e  on ly) in  half o f the  
rem ainder.  The  rem ain ing 
half goes to  the  ch ild ren  in  

equal shares on  reach ing 
age  18 o r on  earlie r 

m arriage .  Child ren  also  
inhe rit  re sidue  on  death  o f 

surviving p aren t.

Have  you  any 
p aren ts, 

b ro the rs, 
siste rs, 

nep hew s or 
n ieces living?

Have  you  any 
bro thers, 

siste rs, 
nep hew s o r 
n ieces living?

Your e state  is 
shared  equally 
be tw een  your 

p aren ts

Your estate  is shared  
equally be tw een  your 
b ro the rs and  siste rs.  
Nep hew s and  n ieces 

step  in to  the ir 
p aren ts' shoes on  

death  (p rovided  they 
are  18 or m arried )

Your sp ouse  takes first  
£200,000 p lus p e rsonal 

chatte ls and  half the  
rem ainder.  The  rest  

goes to  your su rviving 
p aren ts, o the rw ise  your 
b ro the rs and  siste rs (if 
no t surviving then  to  

resp ec tive  nep hew s and  
n ieces)

Have  you  any 
grandp aren ts 

living?

Your sp ouse  
takes all

Your estate  is 
shared  equally 
be tw een  your 
grandp aren ts

Have  you  any 
aun ts, unc le s 

o r cousins 
living?

Your estate  is shared  
equally be tw een  your 

aun ts and  unc le s.  
Cousins step  in to  

the ir p aren ts' shoes 
on  death  (p rovided  

they are  18 o r 
m arried) 

The  Crow n takes 
all
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m ore  than  
£200,000?

Your 
sp ouse  
takes all

No

No

Yes


